
 
SAT Scores Decline, ACT Average Up Slightly 
       
     Average SAT scores declined for the second consecutive year while ACT averages increased slightly 
for 2007 high school graduates, according to test-makers’ reports (see charts). During the same period, 
ACT registration totals have grown rapidly while the number of students taking the SAT has remained 
stagnant. 
 
    The continued drop in SAT scores demonstrates that the College Board failed to keep its promise that 
the “new” version of the exam, introduced in March 2005, would remain a consistent measuring tool. 
Both Critical Reading and Math SAT results were rising before the revised test was administered. After 
scores plunged seven points for the class of 2006, the College Board attempted to explain the decline as 
a one-time variation in re-testing patterns.  
 
     That excuse does not hold up after this year’s additional four point drop in reading and math scores, 
especially since ACT averages went up. This unexplained trend is certain to further chip away at the 
SAT’s eroding credibility. 
 
     The less than two percent growth in the number of SAT takers, in a year when ACT registrations rose 
by more than seven percent, indicates that students also recognize the exam’s fundamental flaws. In the 
two years since the “new” exam was introduced, the number of high school graduates who had taken the 
SAT grew by only 19,088, while ACT attracted 114,348 additional test takers.  
 
     For many, the ACT appears increasingly consumer friendly. All U.S. colleges and universities which 
mandate standardized admissions tests now accept the ACT in place of the SAT. On the ACT, the 
writing segment is optional, thus allowing most applicants to save time and money by avoiding a section 
that most admissions offices do not require. In addition, test-takers can determine which schools receive 
their ACT scores each time they take the exam. On the SAT, a student’s scores from every 
administration are automatically sent to each school when an applicant applies. Finally, the ACT has no 
“guessing penalty,” which reduces scores for wrong answers, thus eliminating one extremely coachable 
factor that makes many teenagers uncomfortable.  
  
     None of this makes the ACT a better exam, just a competitive alternative. Neither test is as strong a 
predictor of college performance as is an applicant’s high school record. The truth is that no 
standardized exam is needed in the admissions process, as a growing number of schools have 
demonstrated.        



 
 

2007 COLLEGE BOUND SENIORS AVERAGE SAT SCORES 
with Score Changes From 2006 

(Approximately 1.49 million test takers, of whom 53.6% were female) 
 
    CRITICAL READING MATH    WRITING TOTAL 
GENDER 
   Female                502 (  0)   499 (- 3) 500 (- 2)   1501 (- 5) 
   Male            504 (- 1)     533 (- 3) 489 (- 2)          1526 (- 6) 
 
ETHNICITY 
   Amer. Indian or Alaskan Native       487 (  0)   494 (  0) 473 (- 1)   1454 (- 1) 
   Asian, Asian Amer. or Pacific Islander      514 (+4)    578 (  0) 513 (+1)     1605 (+5) 
   African American or Black       433 (- 1)    429 (  0) 425 (- 3)       1287 (- 4) 
   Mexican or Mexican American       455 (+1)   466 (+1) 450 (- 2)           1371 (  0) 
   Puerto Rican                             459 (  0)   454 (- 2) 447 (- 1)       1360 (- 3) 
   Other Hispanic or Latino        459 (+1)   463 (  0) 450 (+1)          1373 (+2) 
   White          527  (  0)   534 (- 2) 518 (- 1)          1579 (- 3) 
   Other          497 (+3)   512 (- 1) 493 (   0)      1502 (+2) 
   No Response   (9%)             480 (- 7)   497 (- 9) 474 (- 8)         1451 (-24)    
FAMILY INCOME   
   Less than   $10,000/year        427 (- 2)    451 (- 6) 423 (- 4)   1301 (- 12) 
   $10,000  -   $20,000/year        453 (+8)      472 (+7) 446 (+6)       1371 (+21) 
   $20,000  -   $30,000/year        454 (- 8)   465 (- 9) 444 (-10)       1363 (- 27) 
   $30,000  -   $40,000/year        476 (- 2)    485 (- 3) 466 (- 4)          1427 (-   9) 
   $40,000  -   $50,000/year        489 (- 4)     596 (- 5) 477 (- 6)           1462 (- 15) 
   $50,000  -   $60,000/year        497 (- 3)   504 (- 5) 486 (- 4)     1487 (- 12) 
   $60,000  -   $70,000/year        504 (- 1)   511 (- 4) 493 (- 3)      1508 (-   8) 
   $70,000  -   $80,000/year        508 (- 3)    516 (- 5) 498 (- 4)          1522 (- 12) 
   $80,000  - $100,000/year        520 (- 3)   529 (- 5) 510 (- 4)          1559 (- 12) 
   More than $100,000/year        544 (- 5)   556 (- 8) 537 (- 6)          1637 (- 19) 
   No Response (37%)                          (scores not reported) 
          
ALL TEST-TAKERS        502 ( -1)  515 ( -3)        494 ( -3)   1511 ( - 7) 
 
 
calculated by FairTest from: College Board, College-Bound Seniors 2007: Total Group Profile 
Report 
 
 



 
 

2007 COLLEGE BOUND SENIORS AVERAGE ACT SCORES 
Approximately 1.3 million test takers 

 
     COMPOSITE SCORE      2006-2007 CHANGE 

GENDER      
   Female                    21.0        0.0 
   Male             21.2                  0.0 
ETHNICITY 
   African-American or Black        17.0      - 0.1 
   American Indian or Alaskan Native  18.9                             +0.1 
   Asian-American or Pacific Islander   22.6                             +0.3 
   Caucasian-American, White   22.1                             +0.1 
   Hispanic                                                            18.7                             +0.1  
   Other/No Response              21.6                             +0.5        
ALL TEST-TAKERS         21.2                             +0.1 
                      source:  ACT 
 


